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Fig. 1. Tip of the 
soldering iron. 
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Summary An idea to mount botanical specimens with polyethylene 
laminated paper-tape and electric soldering iron is recommended as an 
easier and more convenient method than the one with paper-tape and glue 
heretofore in use. MFD 
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Fig. 1. Camellia vernalis cultivars. 1. Ryuko. 2. Saohime. xl/2. 
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Fig. 2. Ovary of Camellia vernalis cultivars. 
1. Ryuko. 2. Saohime x5. 
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Two new cultivars belonging to the so-called Camellia vernalis group are 
found at Hamamatsu City, Shizuoka Pref. by Mr. Katsuhiro Maeda. The 
first one is named here as 'Ryuko’, as this is cultivated in a private garden 
at Ryuko-cho of the city. ‘ Ryuko ’ is an old stand, the trunk measuring 
more than 4.5 m in height and about 70 cm in circumference at the height 
of 1. m. The flower is semidouble red (Spectrum Red by Ridgway : Color 
standards and nomenclature) with the petals 6 to 8 in number. The ovary 
including the basal part of the style is densely covered with silky hairs as 
usually seen in Camellia sasanqua. In the lower part of the ovary, the hairs 
are manifestly spreading, but towards the upper portion they are rather 
strongly appressed. 

The second one is named 'Saohime’, meaning the goddess of spring in 
Japanese. This is also an old stand cultivated in a private garden near to 
the former locality. The trunk is divided into 5 unequal branch at the very 
base, the largest measuring 31 cm in circumference at the height of 30 cm, 
the crown attaining to about 3 m. The flower is single pale rose (Begonia 
Rose by Ridgway) often blotched white that is transverse and wavy. The 
shape of the flower resembles that of Camellia japonica, but is definitely 
smaller in size. The ovary is sparsely covered with rather long and in part 
irregularly winding silky hairs, which are slightly appressed to the side-wall 
leaving the apical portion free from the surface. 
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